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the displeasure of the Reds and might easily have
cost him dear.

Bravely endeavouring to bury himself in himself
and his work of composing, Jean Sibelius would
not, in spite of the warnings he had been given and
in spite of the example of the fate of many of his
friends, seriously admit how dangerous it was for
him to remain in the country surrounded by Reds
who did not know him and could consequently not
be supposed to be willing to pay the slightest
attention either to his age or his special position as
the greatest artist in Finland. His friends in
Helsingfors had repeatedly tried to induce him to
remove into the town, where it was in any case
safer, but their arguments had not been successful.
The matter was finally brought to a head at a
meeting between his brother, Christian, his brother-
in-law, Eero Jarnefelt, and Robert Kajanus, when
it was decided to send Kajanus as an envoy to
Jarvenpasu One day early in March Kajanus
arrived, escorted by two Red Guards, at Sibelius'
villa, spoke seriously with the unworldly master,
urged the responsibility he had to his country and
himself, and finally induced him to remove with,
his family to Helsingfors.

Sibelius and his family put up at Ms brother's
at the Lappviken Asylum and waited for the end
of the War of Liberation. Bodily privations were
added to the suspense as to the outcome of the
struggle. The sojourn at Lappviken was a regular
starvation cure. Strict rationing had been intro-